
1

Funded by the Massachusetts Department of Education

Connections is a publication of the Adult Literacy
Resource Institute, a joint project of Roxbury Commu-
nity College and the University of Massachusetts/
Boston, funded primarily by the Massachusetts De-
partment of Education/Adult and Community Learn-
ing Services, the Massachusetts Higher Education
Coordinating Council, and the City of Boston’s BRA/
EDIC/Jobs and Community Services Department.

The A.L.R.I. was created in 1983 as part of the
Boston Adult Literacy Initiative and also serves as the
Greater Boston Regional Support Center for the state’s
SABES (System for Adult Basic Education Support)
network. The purpose of the A.L.R.I. is to provide
training, technical assistance and other resources to
Boston-area adult basic education programs. Our ad-
dress is 989 Commonwealth Avenue, Boston, MA
02215. Our phone number is 617-782-8956; our fax
number is 617-782-9011.

Connections is intended to provide an opportunity
for adult educators, particularly those in the Boston
area, to communicate with colleagues, both locally and
nationwide. Adult literacy/adult basic education prac-
titioners need a forum to express their ideas and con-
cerns and to describe their students, their programs,
and their own accomplishments; we are glad to be able
to continue providing this opportunity.

We welcome your reactions to this journal or to
any of the articles in it. We also want to strongly
encourage teachers, counselors, administrators, aides,
volunteers, students—everyone involved in this field—
to think about sharing your experiences, your ideas,
your problems and solutions with others by writing for
the next issue of Connections. Please contact us; we’d
be glad to talk with you about your ideas for an article.

The articles included here do not necessarily re-
flect the views of the Adult Literacy Resource Institute
or its sponsoring institutions or funders, including the
Massachusetts Department of Education or the federal
government.

Permission must be obtained from the A.L.R.I.
before reprinting an article in another publication or for
widespread distribution.
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Lenore Balliro has worked as the ESOL Coordi-
nator at the A.L.R.I. since 1988. This volume of Con-
nections is her final project there; she moves over to
World Education in September to edit the statewide
adult education newsletter, Bright Ideas.

Joan Bruzzese and Nellie Dedmon are teachers
at the Community Learning Center in Cambridge. Joan
has been teaching there for about 20 years and is a 1970
GED graduate of the CLC. She teaches math, reading
and writing.  She likes to listen to music, dance, read,
solve crossword puzzles, and play solitaire on the
computer. Nellie teaches math and pre-GED and is also
the coordinator of Project LIFT, a homeless drop-in
program at CLC. She enjoys reading, doing crossword
puzzles, and spending time with her friends and family,
including her many wonderful grandchildren. She has
been teaching at the CLC for about 22 years and is also
a GED graduate of the CLC.

Richard Goldberg teaches ABE at the Asian
American Civic Association in Boston’s Chinatown.
His program prepares immigrant adults for community
college, job training, and alternative high school di-
ploma classes.

Tom Lynch coordinates the Housing Assistance
Program for ESAC, the Ecumenical Social Action
Committee, in Jamaica Plain and is a volunteer ESOL
tutor at La Alianza Hispana in Roxbury.

Margaret McPartland  has been teaching ABE/
GED for five years, most recently at Jackson Mann
Community Center and Roxbury Community College.

Marta Mangan-Lev teaches in a community-
based program in Chicopee. She is a participant in or
leader of many SABES activities. She lives with her
partner and their son and spends her free time in the
garden or on the water.

Martha Merson is the ABE/Literacy Specialist at
the A.L.R.I./SABES Greater Boston Regional Support
Center. She wants learning, classroom based research,
and creativity to always be a big part of her life.

Ms. Multi : See Lenore Balliro

Emily Singer has been teaching ESL in work-
place, college, and community adult education pro-
grams since 1991. Her particular interest is working
with adult learners to research career and educational
opportunities.

Janet Stein came to adult literacy in 1984 as a
volunteer at Push Literacy Action Now (PLAN), a
community-based program in Washington, DC. Since
then she has administered and taught all levels and
subjects at a variety of ABE programs in the Boston
area. She currently teaches math to adults at the Com-
munity Learning Center in Cambridge and feels ex-
tremely fortunate to have dedicated students with ex-
cellent attendance.

Cara Streck is the Curriculum Coordinator for the
Adult Learning Program at Project Hope in Dorchester,
where she has taught for the past six years. She is also
a teacher in the RCC Prep program at Roxbury Com-
munity College. Cara loves math (really!) and enjoys
using the skills she learned as a math consultant and
textbook editor to help students work through their
math anxiety to a place where they feel confident and
competent. Cara lives in Dorchester with her two dogs,
Bandit and Mandy, one cat, Arabella, and many plants,
including a hibiscus she’s had for over 25 years.

Judy Waters began teaching in the Brookline
Public Schools as an instructional aide and substitute
teacher, grades K-12. Before starting her current posi-
tion as Family Literacy Teacher/Coordinator at the
Jackson Mann Community Center, she taught ESOL at
the Haitian Multi-Service Center and was a reading
tutor/intern at the Community Learning Center in
Cambridge. Recently she attended the National Family
Literacy Conference in Louisville, Kentucky.
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